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Current Trends 


Auction yields rose as the Federal National Mortgage Association issued $415.1 million in 4-month 
commitments to purchase both government-backed and conventionally financed home mortgages. 
The corporation issued $307.8 million in commitments on government-backed mortgages at a 
weighted average yield of 10.822 percent. . . which converts to an average price of 94.69 for 10 
percent FHA/VA mortgages. The average in the previous auction was 10.512 percent. The range of 
accepted bids in the May 1 auction was from 10.773 to 11.351 percent. In the conventional 
auction. . . FNMA issued $107.3 million in commitments at a weighted average yield of 11.172 

. up from 11.010 in the previous auction. The range of accepted bids was from 11.126 percent 
to 11.333 percent. 


HUD has announced a $6 million dividend for distribution to management-type cooperatives with 
mortgages insured under Section 213 of the National Housing Act. This payment brings to $41.9 million 
the amount of dividends declared to date in this program. The dividends are based on the record set by 
Section 213 cooperatives in maintaining their mortgage payments. 


HUD has expanded its deinstitutionalization program for chronically mentally ill persons. 
Governors of the 50 States, of all U.S. possessions and of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and 
Mayor Barry of the District of Columbia, have been invited to submit letters of intent stating their 
interest in applying for funding this year. Some 59 projects in 14 States were funded last year. 


So far this year. . . 14 major disaster declarations have been approved. . . 10 of these during April. 
This is the highest level of disaster activity experienced in a short period of time since an outbreak of 
tornadoes in April 1974. These 14 disaster areas are expected to receive about $250 million from the 
President's Disaster Relief Fund. . . primarily for the repair or replacement of public facilities. A grand 
total of $1 billion in Federal grants and loans is expected to be made. Over 30,000 individuals have been 
registered and referred for some form of assistance in the 123 counties designated thus far in 1979 as 
eligible for Federal assistance. Temporary housing will be provided for over 18,000 affected fami- 

lies. . . and approximately the same number will receive disaster loans from either the Small Business 
Administration or Farmers Home Administration. 


The value of construction contracts awarded in March increased 12 percent to $13.95 billion. . 
from $12.46 billion a year earlier. . . the F.W. Dodge Division of McGraw-Hill Inc. reported. The 
biggest gain came in contracts awarded for nonresidential building. . . up 25 percent to $4.23 bil- 
lion. . . from $3.37 billion in March 1978. The gain was evenly distributed among commercial, 
industrial, and institutional projects. Residential construction contracting rose 8 percent in March to 
$6.87 billion from $6.33 billion a year before. March housing activity reflected continued strength in 
multifamily building and a partial recovery in one-family starts. . . the report started. 


The Home Owners Warranty Corporation reached the 500,000 mark in home enrollments last month. 
The program is currently available through more than 12,500 registered HOW builders. 





Expanded Program for Handicapped 


A greatly expanded effort to increase housing opportunities for handicapped persons has been 
announced by HUD. In an address before the annual meeting of the President's Committee on the 
Employment of the Handicapped, HUD Under Secretary Jay Janis announced a new technical assistance 
program and a substantial increase in funding for the successful Demonstration Program for the 
Deinstitutionalization of the Chronically Mentally Ill. Now in its second year, the interagency program 
will have a potential funding of up to $60 million, a 53 percent increase over last year. 


The program was announced last year by First Lady Rosalynn Carter and HUD Secretary Harris and 
initiated by HUD in cooperation with the Department of Health, Education and Welfare. The 
announcement marked the first time Federal funds were targeted to meet the housing and support 
services needed by mentally ill persons if they are to live independently in the community. 


HUD’s 1979 funding will include $25 million from the Section 202 Direct Loan Program Serving the 
Handicapped and Elderly and up to $5 million from the Section 8 Rental Assistance Program, which 
ensures that eligible residents pay no more than 25 percent of their income for rent. 


Federal funds are targeted to those States with the greatest need and the best resources to insure a 
successful program. HEW matches HUD funds through a waiver system allowing States to use 
Medicaid and other Social Security Act program funds for support services. The combined funding for 
1978 and 1979 will produce approximately 1100 units in 159 projects housing close to 3000 mentally ill 
persons integrated into communities throughout the Nation. 


In annoucing HANDI-TAP, a new technical assistance program, Mr. Janis said, **We will be helping 
local and state officials and handicapped consumers evaluate their community's needs for housing the 
handicapped so they can realistically meet those needs." HANDI-TAP will be conducted nationwide in 
three phases: a seminar program, a demonstration program and a communications program. 


Ten seminars will be held across the country to train HUD field staff, State and local officials, 
association members, and handicapped persons to identify problems and develop practical solutions. 


The systems envolving from the seminar series will be tested in six States. Conducted simultaneously, 
the six demonstration projects will be designed to show that the systems can be used by State and 
municipal officials to plan, develop and manage a comprehensive housing and services program for the 
handicapped. The demonstration is expected to produce model programs that can be used by other 
communities. 


The findings and results of the seminars and demonstration projects will be summarized in a series of 
workbooks. These materials will become reference works for local officials and handicapped consumers 
as they develop local housing and community development programs for the handicapped. State 
representatives interested in further information on both programs should contact: The Office of 
Independent Living, HUD, Room 9106, Washington, D.C. 20410 (202) 755-7366. 


Publications Available 


Legal Foundations of Land Use Planning. . . offers introductory text material at the beginning of each 
topic. . . provides essential background information and explains new terms and concepts. . . text 
material followed by judicial decisions and statutory provisions that illustrate previously described 
subjects. 541 pp. . . $17.95. Available from. . . Center for Urban Policy Research, Rutgers 
University, Building 4051, Kilmer Campus, New Brunswick, N.J. 08903 (201-932-3134). 


National Solar Energy Educational Directory. . . a listing of 1,200 solar-related courses and more than 
160 solar programs and curricula offered by universities, colleges and technical-vocational trade schools 
across the Nation. Available at $4.75 each from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402 (publication stock no. 061-000-002 10-3). 


Solar Energy Handbook 1979. . . a special edition of Popular Science magazine published by Times 
Mirror Magazines, Inc. . . . oriented toward consumers and residential interests and full of reference 
material such as abstracts of Federal and State tax incentives for solar heating and a buyer’s guide to 
more than 600 solar manufacturers. 112 pp. . . $1.95 at most newsstands, or Popular Science, 380 
Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017. 





Endowment Grants for 1979 


Matching grants totalling $510,980 have been awarded for special summer projects in cities and 
towns throughout the country. . . the National Endowment for the Arts has announced. The 80 
grants from the Endowment’s Expansion Arts Program go to support projects in 36 States and the Virgin 
Islands. Each is professionally directed and provides training and/or work experience for artists in one 
or more art forms. 


The summer projects range in size from the $1,750 to the Center Stage of Honesdale, Pa., for basic 
theatre training programs. . . to $19,830 to the Music Advisory Council of Seattle for its *‘ Music-in-the- 
Parks’* and **Summerstage 79’* youth program. The latter culminates in touring productions for the 
general community and for the handicapped and hospitalized children. 


The National Endowment for the Arts is an independent agency of the Federal 
Government. . . created in 1965 to encourage and assist the Nation’s cultural progress. It is advised by 
the 26 Presidentially-appointed members of the National Council on the Arts. 


Detailed Information on State Populations 


The first report since 1970 presenting survey results and a variety of demographic, social and 
economic characteristics of States has been released by the Census Bureau. The report carries recent 
information on such characteristics as marital status, education, and income. Estimates are given for all 
50 States, the District of Columbia, and for geographic regions, divisions, and the entire United States. 


Statistics in the report are from the 1976 Survey of Income and Education, which provides the first 
detailed information on individual States since the 1970 census. The following are examples of the range 
of information contained in the report: 


@ Marital Status: Nationally, about six out of 10 persons aged 14 and above were married and living 
with their spouse. Three in 10 had never been married, five percent were divorced and not remarried, 
and two percent were widowed. Nevada and California had the highest percent divorced, nine and seven 
percent, respectively. West Virginia, the District of Columbia, Florida, and Mississippi each had about 
nine percent widowed. 


e Households: In 1976, there were 72.8 million households in the U.S. Almost one-fifth of these were 
in California (7.7 million) and New York (6.3 million). The average household contained 2.90 persons, 
ranging from a high of 3.45 in Hawaii to a low of 2.55 in the District of Columbia. The District also had 
the highest proportion of households maintained by one person — 37 percent. 


@ Black Population: Although over 50 percent of the black population lived in the South in 1976, the 
States with the largest number of blacks were in the North and West. New York had the largest black 
population, 2.2 million, followed by Illinois and California, each with about 1.6 million blacks. 


e Persons of Spanish Origin: Of the estimated 11.2 million persons of Spanish origin living in the 
United States in 1976, about seven million lived in the five Southwestern states of Arizona, California, 
Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas. California had the largest Spanish origin population, 3.3 million, 
followed by Texas, 2.6 million, and New York, 1.4 million. 


The report also contains extensive information on the poverty rates of States, the number of disabled 
workers, employment differences around the country, and occupational characteristics of women and 
ethaic groups. The statistics on income and poverty have appeared in more detail in separate regional 
reports already published by the Bureau. 


As in all sample surveys, the data in the report are subject to sampling variability and errors of response, 
including underreporting and nonreporting. A detailed explanation appears in the report. 


Copies of the report, Demographic, Social, and Economic Profile of States: Spring 1976, P-20, No. 
334, may be obtained for $3.00 from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. 





CAI Elects 


The Community Associations Institute (CAI) has elected Francis B. Francois, Prince Georges 
County Maryland Councilman, president for 1979. Francois first joined CAI in 1975 as a public 
official representative. The Maryland attorney is also chairman of the Washington Suburban Transit 
Commission and a member of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 


Other officers elected during the 7th National Conference recently held in Houston, Texas, were: James 
L. Laughlin, first vice president, president of Community Association Services in Vienna, Virginia; 
Beale Locks, second vice president, developer representative from Shreveport, Louisiana, and past 
director of the Louisiana Home Builders Association; Nancy N. Schpatz, treasurer, former executive 
director of the Columbia Bar Association, Columbus, Ohio; and Morton L. Certilman, secretary, a 
New York Attorney representing the Condominium Council of the New York State Builders 
Association. 


The Community Associations Institute is an independent, nonprofit research and educational organiza- 
tion formed to develop and distribute the most advanced and effective guidance for the creation, 


financing, operation and maintenance of the common facilities and services in condominiums, town- 
house projects, planned unit development and open space communities. 


FYI 


American Institute of Architects. . . 111th National Convention. _ . Kansas City, Mo., June 3-7. 
Details: Pete McCall, AIA, 1735 New York Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 (202/785-7265). 


Rural America. . . 4th National Conference on Rural America. . . Washington, D.C., June 24-26. 
Details: Rural America, Dupont Circle Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20036. 
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